arguments :-
1.   The subject-matter of this epic can be analysed into the following three classes :~
(a)    The main story of the great war between the Kauravas and the Pandavas, forming the  epic kernel and the historical back-ground of the book which covers only about 20,000 verses.
(b)    Secondary   narratives,   containing    ancient myths and legends   like the   stories  of  Sakuntala, Nala, Yayathi, Sibi, Nahusha, Savitri, Rama, Risya-sringa and Matsyopakhyana, moral fables, parables, stories of the creation and deluge of the world etc.
(c)    Didactic and ethical sermons, the exposition of the four Purusharthas, the codes of duties of the several castes, the exposition of wordly wisdom and politics, philosophical treatises like the Bhagavad Gita and regular discourses on the different systems   of metaphysical thought.  These contents have gained for this epic the status of a Smriti and the name of Karsnha Veda, the Veda of Krishna, another name for Vyasa and of Panchama Veda, the fifth Veda.
The whole of the books XII and XIII, the Sanli and the Anusasana Parvas, containing about 14,000 and 11,000 verses respectively have practically nothing to dx> with the main narrative. They entirely speak of